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Dear Members
(and other Readers)

W

ho would have thought that since I
last wrote to you in one of our
Newsletters, the world would have
experienced an event that most had previously
regarded as the stuff of science fiction and disaster
movies. I do hope that you have all weathered the
Corona Virus storm, although I expect that most of
you will know of someone who was less fortunate.
Certainly the
LRA suffered
a casualty with
the tragic loss
of Cheryl
Allen and of
her husband
Roy, both to
the virus in
April/May.
Cheryl ran our
Newsletter
and organised
Our Chairman, Caroline Brown
many of our
events like the Open Gardens, the Litter Picks, the
planters around the Nat/West Bank and the
refreshments at the January party as well as helping
Sue Leveritt with the Race Nights. She always had
an answer or an idea for every problem and she will
be sorely missed.
As I write this we are easing our way out of
Lockdown, but the Governments warning to “Be
Alert, ” remains good advice, even if some appear
to find it difficult to follow. I am still hoping that
we can have our AGM on 5th October in the
Methodist Church Hall, but I will confirm this or
advise you of any change required as it becomes
clearer as to what is permissible.
Hopefully before our AGM the next draft of the
new Local Plan will have been published. It is
almost guaranteed that whatever it says, it will give
us plenty to discuss.
Other items that we had thought resolved, remain
otherwise. The development of Claire and James
House on the River-front has apparently run into
difficulties and the developers of the demolished
Royal Oak pub on Kingston road are seeking
permission to relax the requirement to include 40%
of affordable homes on the site. Meanwhile whilst
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the proposal to pedestrianize the High Street was
rejected earlier in the year, it appears that it may be
resurrected, even if only temporarily, in order to
facilitate better social distancing.
And, hot off the press (at the time of writing), is
the announcement as to the decision on the reorganisation of our local hospitals. As always
seemed to the preference, the new “acute” hospital
is to be built at Sutton, while Epsom and St. Helier
will have substantial sums spent on their
refurbishment and improvement. Only if you are
seriously ill or injured will it be necessary for you
to travel to Sutton, and improved public transport
links are promised to make that easier.
While those in Leatherhead might have preferred
Epsom as the site of the new acute hospital, the
choice of Sutton has much logic and at the end of
the day, we must count ourselves fortunate to be
getting a new acute facility together with a much
improved non-acute facility.
Finally can I please make a request regarding
members email addresses. We have about 110
members for whom we have no email address and
my guess is that while some may not have one,
most do. Being able to communicate with you all
by email makes the running of the LRA so much
easier and so I would like to maximise the number
we have. If you have email but think that we may
not have your address please send it to me by
emailing me at:
chairman@leatherheadresidents.org.uk
If in doubt please make contact.
I hope you enjoy reading this edition of our
Newsletter and I look forward to the prospect of
meeting many of you again as soon as it is possible
With all best wishes, Caroline Brown (Chairman)
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Fetcham Splash at the End of River Lane

R

iver Lane connects Fetcham to Leatherhead
where it crosses the River Mole, the island in
the middle of the channel connected by a
bridge on each side is known as ‘Fetcham Splash’.
e River Mole Nature Reserve, which starts from
orncroft Bridge in Leatherhead, ends here. e area is
owned and managed by Mole Valley District Council.
e northern section of the Island, through the gate, is
privately owned by a local farmer who kindly leases it to
the Leatherhead & District Countryside Protection
Society (L&DCPS).
Earlier this year Council contractors had to cut down a
number of overgrown alder trees but left behind a
significant amount of large logs and branches. e

L&DCPS took the view that these had to be removed
for safety reasons and paid contractors to clear the area
and make a fabulous new bench from the largest log.
ey also paid to have the meadow cut twice this year
and the circular path mown to keep it short for walkers.
Friends of River Mole Leatherhead (FoRML) volunteers
carried out two days of clearing the non-native invasive
species called Himalayan Balsam. ey also had a hay
raking morning, carried out a litter pick from the River
and meadow, and strimmed the area opposite the new
bench to keep the view open across the Mole.
ey also regularly test the water quality along the river
Mole Nature Reserve by doing ‘kick sampling, ’ which is
scientific pond dipping to identify and count key
indicator invertebrate species as well as testing
phosphates and ammonia levels. e L&DCPS insure
and manage the meadow at ‘Fetcham Splash’ primarily
for the benefit of wildlife but with access for the public
to enjoy. Please join the L&DCPS to help fund the work
Individual membership is just £5 and family
membership £10 per annum. For a membership form
email treasurer.landdcps@virginmedia.com
Caroline Cardew-Smith
Leatherhead Residents’ Association - Summer 2020

Bryan Adams Remembers
Life the Splash Area in the 1940's-50's
We children had a fair amount of interaction with the
gypsies and brushed across the gypsy kids regularly
without problem. e women came down River Lane
from the orchard to wash their clothes above Splash Pool
and they showed us many country ways completely
unknown to us. We were shown how to catch a rabbit, to
poach fish from the river, to catch the many crayfish in
Splash Pool in wicker basket traps, and to catch and bake
a hedgehog in clay containers. ey also showed us
which tree buds were edible in the spring. e
Whitethorn was known as "Bread and Butter”.
Most mornings we would see a couple of men on
horses with their lurchers sniﬃng through the
hedgerows as they went up to the Downs. ey usually
came back with 4 or 5 rabbits. ey used thick heavy
sticks called “rabbit nobblers". e meat was stewed in
big, round, iron pots over the fires; the entrails were
used for bait in the river; and mittens were made from
the fur (and very warm they were!). e gypsies came
around the estate on a horse and cart selling their wares,
including clothes pegs whittled from fallen branches. A
tinker was with them to sharpen knives (A skill that I
still use today).
rough the embankment behind the paper mill was a
stream culvert to the river about three feet in diameter.
We would crawl through it with wet and dirty knees to
get to an area on the other side to reach a small apple
orchard with lovely eaters. When returning to the
starting point of the embankment, we could safely
return home eating the spoils of the raid with the
farmer still shouting threats!
As Derby Week approached there would be a caravan
of their bow-topped vans setting oﬀ towards Epsom
Downs, the horses with their manes and tails tied with
colourful ribbons. A sign proclaimed “Fortunes told by
Gypsy Rose Lee” and large baskets of bunches of
“Lucky White Heather”.
Another product they sold were bunches of lavender
woven into a basket made from the upturned lavender
stalks keeping the flowers inside as they dried. An old
unpicked woollen jumper was used to weave the basket.
Mother always bought 3 or 4 and she put them into the
big linen chest on the landing amongst the bed linen
and it gave a wonderful fragrance which on a winter
night, with a hot water bottle in the bed, wafted out as
you got into bed for a really good night’s sleep.
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e Draft Local Plan

L

ike many subjects, the formulation of the new
Local Plan has probably slipped from many
members’ thoughts as the pandemic has
commanded everyone’s attention over recent weeks.
However, since the consultation on the first draft
closed at the end of March, Council oﬃcers have been
hard at work analysing the responses received.
You may recall that the first draft anticipated little
need for development in the retail, oﬃce and
industrial sectors, but a very significant need for new
housing to meet Government set targets. Because the
idea of a new settlement in the south of the District
(that would absorb much of the required supply) had
been rejected early on in the preparation of the first
draft, it was the existing settlements in the north of
the District that bore the brunt of this additional
housing, with Leatherhead being asked to
accommodate the most.
e manner in which it was suggested that this
development be accommodated had some laudable
objectives in that it was to be sited in sustainable
locations and was to be targeted at the low/medium
cost sector, where supply is weakest. However, it did
require that residents accept two unpalatable
consequences:
1 many central and main road locations would be
earmarked for much more intense development
that, over time, would substantially alter their
character.
2 substantial numbers of dwellings would need to be
built on greenfield sites, but as so much of the green
field land around the Town is Green Belt, some of
the development would be on Green Belt sites.
At the time of writing, the Council have just
announced that they received over 4000 responses to
the first draft consultation and that these responses
revealed some clear themes. ere was strong support
for building on “brownfield” land and strong
opposition to building on “greenfield” land,
presumably whether Green Belt or not. ere were
also concerns about transport issues and social and
physical infrastructure shortcomings.

All these concerns, plus, of course, the changes to all
our lives brought about by Covid-19, have
prompted our Council to take the unusual and
unexpected step of announcing a proposed pause in
the Plan process, while more research is carried out
to ensure that the second draft adequately addresses
these issues. A new timetable is not to be
announced until November and, because of this
delay, the Plan period is to be altered from 20182033 to 2020-2037.
On the one hand it is understandable that the
Council want to take more time to consider these
new matters, but, on the other, the formulation of
the new Plan is already behind schedule. Will this
further delay be acceptable to central Government
and does the continuing absence of an up-to-date
Plan expose the District to unacceptable
development gaining consent because of the absence
of a valid Plan?
Finally, once all the further research has been completed,
what sort of second draft can we anticipate?
• Might the idea of a new settlement to the
south of the District be resurrected, thereby
relieving the pressure on Leatherhead and the
surrounding centres?
• Will better sites for development than those
in the first draft be found?
• Can all the housing proposed for “greenfield”
sites be reallocated to “brownfield” land,
when the first draft informed us that all this
potential had already been used up?
• Is the “densification”of the Town ,which will
be extreme if no “greenfield” sites are
developed, really be better than developing
unused land on the edge of the Town?
It would be nice to think that after all this extra
research is carried out the second Draft will find more
favour with Leatherhead residents, presumably some
time in 2021, than did the First. But, I fear that there
are no easy solutions and that the debate on the
second will be just as intense as that on the first.
Martyn Williams

A REMINDER: Frequently, we invite LRA members to write on a subject of their choice for this newsletter. Extremely few people take us up on this
opportunity. e oﬀer is still open. An alternative might be a letter to the editor which we could share. We are keen to communicate with our members.
Leatherhead Residents' Association Executive Committee:
Officer/Directors: Caroline Brown (Chairman), Hubert Carr (Vice Chairman), Paula Sabine (Hon Treasurer). Other Directors: Louise Herrity,
Fran Smith, Martyn Williams. Other Committee Members: Susan Leveritt, Hilary Porter, Ian Seifert, Irene Seifert, Tim Jones.

How to keep up with the Association: Write-c/o: The Letherhead Institute, High Street, Leatherhead, KT22 8AH.
www.leatherheadresidents.org.uk or www. facebook.com/Leatherhead-Residents-Association.
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FLOOD ACTION: Flood Warnings Raise Alarm for Locals

B

efore Christmas 2019 the residents in and around
Cannon Grove and Cannon Way in Fetcham were
put on Flood Warning i.e. “flooding of property and
roads and farmland is possible.” For those of us that were
flooded on Christmas Eve 2013, the “flooding of property”
part of the message made for a nervous weekend, in case
history was about to repeat itself.
e diﬀerence this time is that we now have a Flood Action
Group that meets regularly with the agencies responsible for
flood prevention and for the most part, better lines of
communication have been established.
Additionally, the agencies themselves have upgraded their
own processes and whilst not perfect, are much improved.
MVDC kept the Flood Action Group updated about
supplies of sandbags, and local councillors checked in
regularly and kept us updated with actions being taken to
help and protect residents. We are grateful that the regular
contact was made, as it makes residents feel that at the very
least, their vulnerable situation is acknowledged. e
Environment Agency (EA) deployed the Flood Barrier at
Leatherhead Town Bridge which is intended to protect 26
homes around the bridge. e barrier was not tested by the
floodwater topping out of the river and the Flood Action

Group still remains sceptical on its eﬀectiveness. Sadly, the
EA were not in contact with the Flood Action Group whilst
the Flood Warning was in force, which would have been
appreciated. Clarification is being sought on whether this
situation can be remedied for the future.
Storm Dennis in February 2020 saw us back on Flood
Warning and this time the water came even closer, although
we have not been made aware of anyone who had water in
their house. If you were flooded please let the Flood Action
Group know: lﬀagrp@gmail.com. Of the 180 vulnerable
residents who were surveyed for Property Level Resilience in
November, some are still waiting for follow up. Six years
after many of them were flooded and then threatened again,
we do have to question whether a Government rethink
should take place on the length of time decisions take on
providing flood defence.
e Footpath between Cannon Grove and Mill Lane
Leatherhead remained flooded through most of the winter.
Despite our best eﬀorts, even contacting the SCC Cabinet
Member for Highways to point out the Council’s duty to
ensure the Right of Way for which they are responsible is
accessible, no agency will take any action until Network
Rail has completed their maintenance of the embankment,
scheduled end 2020. LAFFAG feel this is deplorable as it is
likely to be 3-4 years before this problem is even looked at
since being highlighted as serious.
https://leatherheadandfetchamfloodgroup.wordpress.com
This year, the Committee of the Leatherhead &
District Countryside Protection Society (L&DCPS)
awarded the Frank Benger Memorial Shield for 2019 to
Friends of River Mole Leatherhead (FoRML) at the
Society’s AGM. The trophy is awarded for outstanding
contribution to countryside protection. L&DCPS Chairman
Lucy Quinnell spoke about the work of FoRML explaining
the important and impressive
impact the small group of
volunteers has made over the
past few years.
She said: “the volunteers
have done a great deal to
address problems and to
raise public awareness of
our local River Mole
network.”

Leatherhead Residents’ Association - Summer 2020
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Dame Judi Dench's Star
Stone now features
at the Leatherhead eatre

S

ince 2017, eatre staﬀ have frequently been asked,
"Why is there no woman included with the male actors’
Star Stones at the eatre entrance?” Well, as of January
2020, with the addition of the Dame Judi Dench Star Stone,
this question need no longer be asked. However, it has been
suggested that it would be appropriate to explain why 5 male
entertainers and no females were included when the original
display was done. e story behind the stars follows:
Origin of the Star Stones
In 2005, Leatherhead's
Fire and Iron Gallery was
commissioned by ITV to
produce paving stones
bearing stars engraved
with the names of UK
entertainers, past and
present who were
connected with ITV. e
plan was to create a
temporary Avenue of Stars
at London’s Covent
Garden as a part of the
celebration of ITV's 50th
Anniversary.
ITV’s Avenue of Stars, a British version of the Hollywood Walk
of Fame, required that each individual or group had to have
been from the United Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland, or a
Commonwealth nation. A total of 105 stars were chosen to
represent the many show business people who have entertained
us on ITV over the years. e entire list of stars can be viewed
on: https://en.wikipedia.org/wikiAvenue of_Stars, _London

Since the Avenue of Stars was only for the duration of the
Celebration, a permanent home for them was needed. MVDC
was oﬀered the stars - now owned by Lucy Quinnell - for
North Street, but they could see no future for such a big
project. When some LRA Committee members saw the stars
stored at the Fire and Iron Gallery they were reminded of their
existence and had a renewed interest in seeing them used.
How Some of the Stars Arrived at eir Present Location
As Transform Leatherhead neared the completion of the Church
Street renovation project, with only the space in front of the
eatre to complete, it seemed an obvious idea to embed a small
number of the Star Stones in the street in front of the eatre.
But where to begin, to quickly get all the interested parties on
board? A conversation on site with the foreman of the Church
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Street project brought favourable results. He liked the idea, and
because the paving slabs in front of the eatre were yet to be
laid, there should be no additional l cost. However, he wasn’t
sure if the Council would act quickly enough to grant
permission to include the Star Stones in the final paving.
e next step was to contact Fire and Iron’s Lucy Quinnell:
Could the Star Stones be used? Which were still available? How
much would they cost? Lucy thought that 4 or 5 would be the
right number and suggested that in order to be used there had
to be a Leatherhead connection. We were given a list of the
stars and began to research celebrities who had been associated
with Leatherhead.
We knew of course of local resident Michael Caine’s connections
with Leatherhead and luckily his Stone was available because it
had been reserved by a fan who had never followed through with
the purchase. Another star, long-time resident of Leatherhead,
Kiri Te Kanawa, the opera singer from New Zealand, was featured
on a Star as was Judi Dench. Dame Judi had been the Patron of
Surrey Wildlife Trust for many
years and was instrumental in
raising funds for the new Nower
Wood Education Centre in
Leatherhead. We seemed to be
well on our way to finding the
appropriate number of celebrities
who had featured on the Avenue
of Stars and who had a
connection with Leatherhead.
But then the challenge intensified. e company which had
commissioned the Avenue of Stars kindly gave permission for
Lucy to donate them, but legally had a say about how the stars
could be used. ey stipulated that for each star used a donation
should be given to the Actors Benevolent Fund, and that that
Summer 2020 - Leatherhead Residents’ Association

the individuals who were placed in front of the eatre should
be connected with the Leatherhead eatre — not just
Leatherhead Town. is disqualified the 2 female celebrities.
Now the serious hunt for eligible entertainers began. Which of
the 105 names on Star Stones had a connection with the
Leatherhead eatre? Finding suitable names of ITV celebrities
associated with the eatre took some real delving into the
archives of the eatre. One volunteer devoted several
afternoons to checking the list of celebrities against the
complete file of programmes that have been accumulated over
the lifetime of the eatre. Nine males were identified but
unfortunately no qualifying female star was found. Since
Transform Leatherhead (TL) was in charge of the Church
Street renovation, they had to give permission for the
installation of the Star Stones. A meeting was quickly arranged
and the project considered and approved. e money made
from the LRA 2018 Race Night fundraiser paid for the
contribution to the Actors Benevolent Fund. It also paid for a
plaque which will soon be installed outside the eatre to
explain the origin of the Stars.
Dame Judi Dench Honours 50th Anniversary Celebration
With the Leatherhead eatre's 50th Birthday celebrating on
26th August 2019, there was an ambition to have a big-name
celebrity to attend the event. Surrey resident Dame Judi Dench,
who is patron of Arts Alive, seemed to be the obvious choice.
Unfortunately, she was to be on holiday in Cornwall on the
day. But she surprised us with the extraordinary gesture of
presenting a video of herself welcoming guests to the event,
speaking of her appreciation of the Leatherhead eatre, and
congratulating it for 50 years of excellence in entertainment.
is video was on continuously show in the eatre foyer along
with vintage black & white footage of the eatre's oﬃcial
opening in 1969.

hartfield House ad
1/4 - mine will change above

Now a relationship with the Leatherhead eatre and Dame
Judi Dench had been established, and TL wasted no time in
organising to have it put in place in January 2020.
In Appreciation of Dame Judi Dench
Not only have we admired Dame Judi’s work for many years,
but we have come to realise that she is a great environmentalist
and planter of trees. Her BBC Documentary My Passion for
Trees clearly showed their importance to her. Her great love of
trees began when she was a child and has carried on throughout
her life. She even has a secret woodland on her 6-acre property
in Surrey. Within that woodland, she plants a tree in memory
of each of her friends as they pass on.
We are so pleased to have the Star Stone of Dame Judi Dench,
one of Britain’s greatest stars, to grace the entrance to
Leatherhead eatre, along with Stones for Sir Michael Caine,
Lord Lawrence Olivier, Sir Noel Coward, Sir Cliﬀ Richard and
Richard Briers. is is a great achievement for Leatherhead.
Cheryl Allen
Leatherhead Residents’ Association - Summer 2020
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To park or not to park (in Leatherhead High Street),
that is the question!

I

n late January the Mole Valley Local Committee
(MVLC), comprising both District and County
Councillors, rejected Transform Leatherhead’s proposal
to extend the ban on parking in the High Street to include
evenings, overnight and Sundays. Concern was expressed as
to the impact that the lack of parking would have on the
evening economy, the relatively popular Sunday trading and
on residents of High Street flats, given their existing
dependence on overnight parking. Transform Leatherhead
(TL)were asked to rethink their proposals.
Quite how far TL got with their ‘rethink’ is unknown, but
shortly after the MVLC decision, the whole world changed
when the pandemic struck. e country went into
lockdown from 24th March.
Now, as the country emerges from lockdown, the debate as
to what to do with the High Street has to take account of an
entirely new imperative, being the need for retailers and
shoppers to be able to function while still observing social
distancing rules. e Government have advised that for so
long as social distancing is required, councils should put in
place temporary measures to overcome physical constraints
to social distancing.

In the case of Leatherhead, that seems likely to include the
pedestrianisation of the High Street on Sundays, a one-way
routing of pedestrian traﬃc around the “waterless feature” at
the bottom of the High Street, and the widening of some
narrow pavements elsewhere.
When the campaign to allow parking in the High Street in
late afternoons was first rejected, the campaigners suggested
as a compromise a “trial” for a period of six months or
longer to see whether that hour and a half of parking would
be beneficial to businesses and shoppers. is petition was
rejected by the Council as being too diﬃcult and costly to
organise. It is surely ironic that that we now seem about to
have a “trial” of Sunday pedestrianisation, care of Covid-19.
What the result will be, only time will tell, although it must
be acknowledged that the “trial” will take place against the
backdrop of exceptional economic conditions. If the eﬀect
on virus-related health and on the economy is positive, will
it lead to this temporary measure becoming permanent? and
even if its eﬀect is negative to the economy, will it survive
out of sheer inertia?
By Susan Leveritt

Providing Osteopathy to
Leatherhead for over 15 years
Proud to support the
Leatherhead Residents
Association
Tel : 01372 -362062

www.irwin-osteopathy.co.uk
Treating

Back Pain, Sciatica, Headaches, Muscle
Pain, ankle Pain, Knee Pain, RSI
and much much more
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Archaeological excavations
reveal more of
Leatherhead’s ancient past

I

n October 2019, Surrey Archaeological Society returned
to the Rowhurst and Teazle Wood site in North
Leatherhead to continue excavations they had started in
May of the same year.
North Leatherhead is thought to be the location of an important
Royal Saxon settlement and minster church, now lost somewhere
beneath the fields, woods, motorway and urban developments.
‘Leodridan’ (Leatherhead) is even mentioned in King Alfred the
Great’s will, bequeathed to his son Edward the Elder.
A ridge between two streams is the classic site for important
Anglo-Saxon buildings, and Leatherhead’s oldest house
‘Rowhurst’ is sited on such a ridge. An Iron Age gold coin was
found at Rowhurst in 1960, and until recently was the only
clue that people may have occupied the site very early on.
Rowhurst’s owner, Lucy Quinnell, has studied the landscape
around her home since 1990 – one of her university subjects in
the 1980s was “Landscape & Literature” and she has a passion
for local history. Led by Nigel Bond, Surrey Archaeological
Society arrived last year to help her solve some of the many
mysteries of the site, and they have moved the story forward
very successfully. In May, the team found a large number of
sherds of Late Bronze Age, Early Iron Age and Roman pottery,
as well as a ditch right on top of the ridge. A community
outreach day attracted 200 people, who had a go at digging
under the leadership of Dr. Anne Sassin and were entertained
by excellent Saxon re-enactors.
e archaeological finds were interesting enough to justify
turning the site, along with nearby Teazle Wood, into a longterm project. In October the team returned, and a single trench

through a bank revealed further treasures. e familiar mix of
pottery sherds dating back 3000 years through various eras was
there again, but what appears to be a post hole was also
discovered, lined at the base with a large sherd of Roman
amphora, and the glittering prize - deep below ground level was a large collection of sherds from a chunky Late Saxon pot.
is is the first Late Saxon find on the site, so is very
significant. e rain poured down, and the heavy London clay
was as challenging as ever, but nothing managed to dampen the
enthusiasm of the diggers. ey were joined by delightful
students from West Hill School, who also braved torrential
downpours without any protest to have a patient go at the
painstakingly careful digging process.
Evidence of early iron production (era as yet unknown) was
also found on the site, much to the surprise of the modern
team working iron since the 1930s at Rowhurst Forge and Fire
& Iron Gallery. ere is iron ore in the form of siderite, and
many pieces of foundry slag across the landscape. e
possibility of a chalybeate (ferruginous) spring in Teazle Wood
is being investigated with the help of a geologist.
An intriguing collection of alien building materials (not from
the current Rowhurst building but under and around it) has
been amassed over many years and during the digs, such as one
Roman tegula, one white marble tile, a beautiful section of a
carved pre-1200s stone column, a patterned masonry frieze, a
carved triangular stone block, a large curved pantile and two
very large greensand stone blocks. What do these scattered
materials, so far from any other Leatherhead buildings, tell us?
No-one yet knows, but the puzzle pieces are coming together.
In January 2020, Teazle Wood volunteers cleared blackthorn
scrub to reveal a strange mound-like feature that had shown up
on specialist LiDAR representations of the surface of the
ground in the woodland. is might be connected to Victorian
brick-making activity, but Lucy’s best guess during debates
about what this could be was that it might relate to record
entries from 1292, when Sir Eustache de Hache who lived just 300m away from the feature in a very fine
manor house - “built a rabbit warren there”. is thought led
her to investigate further, and she discovered that rabbit
warrens from this era were major constructions, with sturdily

Leatherhead Residents’ Association - Summer 2020
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ctd....

built warren lodges which were defended against poachers and
considered status symbols. etford Warren Lodge in Norfolk
is a wonderful example, and is strikingly like Rowhurst. e age
and purpose of the hefty square flint semi-basement under
Rowhurst (the later parts on top of it date to 1346 and 1632)
remain unknown – could it have been a warrener’s lodge built
by Eustace de Hache, and extended later on as a hunting lodge,
as happened at etford too? Eustace de Hache superintended
the building of Caernarfon Castle for Edward I in 1283, so
nine years on he would be no stranger to ambitious building.
Rabbit warrens were big business and were often built on
former Iron Age hillforts, which fits with the pottery found at
Rowhurst and the unusual terracing of the garden. Time will
tell if this is a plausible theory.

link it to other nearby sites of historical interest such as the
Roman Villa and Iron Age earthwork on Ashtead Common
just 1.5 miles to the north-east, so that the current community
can enjoy learning more about where they live, and so that we
can leave an interesting legacy for future generations.
By Lucy Quinnell

Lucy spoke to the Medieval Studies Forum at Guildford, and a
symposium of interested experts was due to take place at
Rowhurst in April 2020, with digging starting again with a
public open day on 2 May. Both events were cancelled because
of the COVID-19 crisis, but the time has been spent wisely on
desk-based research and curating the wealth of documents and
images assembled to date. Lucy has even discovered some miscatalogued historical documents relating to Leatherhead that
have not been looked at since the 1800s, so she is oﬀ to Oxford
University to view those as soon as possible.
e great hope is that this extensive work will provide a glimpse
into a previously unknown aspect of Leatherhead’s history, and

Do you have any abandoned/spare art materials
such as water colours, oil paints, brushes, charcoal etc?
Dick Jones is organising a ‘walk in’ sale at his studio in
Bridge Street, Leatherhead [by arrangement only for now].

Art Materials Recycling Sale

Proceeds from this initial sale will go towards funds for the
Ashtead Art Group, of which Dj is an honorary member.
If the idea catches on, he will repeat for other local art
groups and, hopefully recycle all of your art hoards
to turn them into cash [and space!].
To view, donate your art materials
or to arrange collections
please contact:
dick@jonescreative.co.uk

www.ashteadartgroup.co.uk
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Auction to Establish the
“Cheryl and Roy Allen
Memorial Fund” for the LRA

Y

our generous bids and donations will be much
appreciated for the “Cheryl and Roy Allen Memorial
Fund,” which is being established by their children
for the benefit of the LRA. You can view and bid on auction
items from now to 5th August at www.32auctions.com/LRA
and you can see auction items in person at the Allen home
by appointment from 1st to 5th August.
Cheryl and Roy, who passed away in April and May 2020,
were dedicated to the LRA’s work for the benefit of the town
and community they loved. Various items from their home
are now being sold, and all proceeds will go to the Memorial
Fund, which will be managed by the LRA. In particular it
will support LRA litter picks, the flowers at NatWest in the
town centre, the LRA Newsletter, and other initiatives to
which Cheryl and Roy were devoted. Of course, separate
donations to the Memorial Fund are most welcome.
To view auction items online, start by going to this website:
www.32auctions.com/LRA. e website will ask you to set
up an account, which is quick and easy. You’ll choose an
account number so that you can place bids. en simply
click the green box that says “View All Items” to start
browsing and bidding. If someone bids a higher amount,
you’ll be notified by email, and you can then raise your bid.
Since your bids are going to a good cause, we hope you’ll
bid generously. Most items are grouped into “lots” or sets.

You can’t bid on one item separate from its lot (but you
don’t have to take home anything you don’t want).
If you prefer not to use the auction website and/or you
would like to see specific auction items in person at the
Allen home, please send an email to
AllenAuctionLRA@gmail.com to set up a one-hour
appointment between 1st and 5th August (Saturday to
Wednesday). Only two people will be allowed in the home
during each time slot, and everyone will need to wear masks
and gloves to keep us all healthy.
Since some bids
will be received in
person at the Allen
home, please
ignore any message
from the auction
website that says
“You are the
highest bidder.”
e Allen family
will inform you
directly by email or
phone if you are
the highest bidder
for any item(s) and arrange a time for you to pick up your
item(s) and make your payment in person by cash or cheque
only. No payments can be made electronically through the
auction website or bank transfer. ank you for your
understanding and support.
to participate in the Online Auction please visit:

https://www.32auctions.com/LRA

Cheryl and Roy on the occasion of the Queen’s Golden
Jubilee; there was a big marquee put up in Cheryl’s
neighbour’s house where about 40 of the LRA had lunch.
Leatherhead Residents’ Association - Summer 2020
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Community applies to renew Poors Allotment
as an Asset of Community Value (ACV)

I

t is undeniable that allotment tending is good in a variety
of ways. Nevertheless we heard years ago that the Council
had appropriated, for development, land originally donated
to the people of Leatherhead. Of course, there was an outcry
followed by extensive petitions and hundreds of letters of
objection. Some said that taking away the site from families
who have tended it for many years was morally reprehensible,
and the strength of feeling certainly had not abated.
Five years ago the allotments were designated as an ACV. e
latest eﬀort to reduce the risk of the allotments becoming a
housing site is an application to the MVDC Planning
Department to renew the allotments as an Assets of
Community Value. A decision has not been made but 282
people have written to recommend that the application be
approved, including local MP Sir Paul Beresford.

Benefits of Allotments as an ACV:
Of course, digging helps to maintain strength and increases
cardiovascular fitness; the following testimony of Dennis
Serration in e Garden, the Royal Horticultural Society’s
magazine, sums it up well:
“I meet new people at the allotments and have made friends as
a result. ere is a real sense of camaraderie; it’s a club full of
lovely people. We share produce and ideas. ere is always
someone there whom I can talk to. And this all happens while
in the fresh air, growing tasty food products. When I come to
the allotments it gives me time to think over things, and by
talking to other plot holders, I find a new way of looking at
something that has been on my mind. I am lucky to live in an
page 12

area with an allotment close by and feel sorry for others who
don’t have this opportunity.”
Allotments contribute to the social, mental, nutritional,
physical and recreational wellbeing of a community, so of
course it is an Asset of Community Value. It is diﬃcult to
fathom why the first draft of the new Local Plan designated the
allotments for development. In the original survey carried out
by Future Mole Valley, 90% of those who responded were
opposed to moving recreational areas further out of town. is
survey sought approval for various locations, types of housing,
and activity associated with developing the Mole Valley. ere
was no other idea in the survey where there was more total
agreement. e MVDC failed to get endorsement for moving
the allotments.

A message from Norbury Park:
Join the Norbury Park Conservation Group!
Are you passionate about Norbury Park or Conservation?
Whether you can spare a full day, half a day or just a few hours,
volunteering is a chance to make a real diﬀerence to local
wildlife, while learning useful skills, making new friends and
increasing your knowledge of wildlife conservation. e
Norbury Park Friday Conservation Group meets on the 3rd
Friday of every month working on all aspects of conservation
throughout the year. ey have a varied programme of work
which includes coppicing, hedge laying, setting up grazing
compartments and more. It’s a friendly and inclusive group.
https://www.surreywildlifetrust.org/register-your-interestbecoming-volunteer
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