Chairman's Message

Because our sphere of action and, to a certain
extent, influence, is so broad, we have been
advised to change our Constitution to that
of a Company Limited by Guarantee (see
P.3). With this in mind and using
various model constitutions (including
one from Bookham, for which we are
very grateful), the Committee has been
presented with one adapted for our
situation and which we will propose to
our members, at the AGM on 4th April.
(Copies of the proposed constitution will be
available in the public library as from 1st March.)

Dear Member,
At the start of our last issue, I wrote about
how lucky we all were to live in
Leatherhead, a small, pleasantly situated
town with a low crime rate and plenty for
its occupants to do without travelling miles
and miles. I am now going on to amplify this
aspect.
Leatherhead is full of local societies and
organizations all run on a voluntary basis. This
involves not only the jolly chat and exchange of news and
views at meetings, but also some rather dedicated work at
home compiling lists, sorting out information, writing to
other bodies and even walking the streets (!) to deliver items
like our newsletter. The “plus” side of this is the sense of
belonging and companionship, all of which is particularly
helpful when the time for Retirement actually arrives and the
camaraderie in factories, offices and even classrooms all
vanish in a puff of smoke- so to speak. It is said that the
happiest and (usually) the healthiest people over 60 are
those with too much to do.
Our Association (formerly “Society”) has been going now for
a good number of years and has built up expertise in a
number of areas beneficial to residents as a whole: most
obvious, perhaps, is the Planning sub-committee. Regular
and careful reading of the weekly planning applications and
decisions is essential for its effectual functioning. Care for
our environment is an enormous and varied task demanding
imagination and energy. Other things monitored by our
team include the development of our local Health Service
and Transform Leatherhead. More volunteers to help with
these tasks would be most welcome.
Why not volunteer? (See how to keep in touch on the back
cover of this newsletter or our Contact page of the website)

As I write this letter, the results of the Stage 2 Consultation
on 'Transform Leatherhead' are yet to be fully analysed. It
would be nice to think that a scheme could be devised to not
only attract the larger comparative shops but also to entice
in some speciality shops such as a chocolatier, a patisserie,
men’s clothing, footwear, a craft shop and so on. Some of
the units in the High Street and Bridge Street would be ideal
for these so we hope that the increased footfall attracted by
the larger comparison shops would provide sufficient
clientelle for these shops.
Early indications are that the Red House Gardens could well
be favourite for early development. I am particularly
concerned about the fate of the grand old trees and some of
the new trees in these Gardens (see article on P. 10 ). The
park is a green, peaceful space in keeping with Leatherhead’s
status as the Gateway to the Surrey Hills. If development is
inevitable with homes, shops and a multi-storey car park
then the Masterplanners and MVDC must do their utmost to
ensure that any such development is of the highest quality
and standard with most of our precious trees preserved.
Couple this with further planting of new trees and the
retention, enhancement and even enlargement of a central
parkland –then existing Leatherhead residents, as well as
any new residents on these grounds will want these changes.
Caroline Brown
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The LRA Constitution
Members may be aware that in the next month or so
the Committee will be recommending to the
members that the LRA change its constitution. Whilst
the Committee will be writing to all members to invite
them to the AGM to vote on this proposal, it was felt
that this Newsletter would be an opportunity to
explain the thinking behind it.
Currently the LRA's constitution is that of an
association. Whilst it has served its purpose over
many years, it has become apparent that it does have
its limitations. As it is not regarded as a legal entity by
law, it cannot enter into contracts and so members of
the Committee have to do so on its behalf when
necessary. More importantly as it is not a limited
liability entity,all the members are responsible for
any liabilities that the LRA might incur that it cannot
meet itself. This exposure has been mitigated by the
LRA taking out Public Liability Insurance to cover
eventualities such as an injury being caused to a
member of the public at an LRA event. However
other exposure to liability remains
By contrast, if the LRA becomes a limited company,
then these concerns are addressed. As a company it
is regarded as a legal entity and so can enter into
contracts itself. If it is a limited company then that
means that the liability of the members is limited to
the extent of their shareholding. In point of fact, as
the LRA proposes to incorporate as a Company
Limited by Guarantee (rather than a Company
Limited by Shares) each member's liability will be
capped at the level of the guarantee,which is likely to
be £1.
However, incorporation does not protect the
Committee members who run the LRA, as they are
regarded by the law as being responsible for its

actions. Hence the new constitution will provide that
the LRA will indemnify the Committee (who in a
company will be known as directors) for all but illegal
or reckless actions. This liability on the LRA will be offset by the LRA taking out Directors' & Officers'
insurance. Public Liability Insurance will still be
necessary to protect both the directors and the LRA
itself against public liability risks. It is also necessary
because the LRA has very little in the way of assets
and so could not hope to meet any claim and that is
not considered to be a morally defensible position
for an organisation to take who arranges public
events.
The cost of incorporation is not significant and once
incorporated the way the LRA is run and the cost of so
doing will not change much either. The only more
significant extra annual cost will be that of the
Directors' & Officers' Insurance. However, even if the
LRA did not incorporate, it is probably no longer
sustainable that the Committee continue to operate
without some insurance to protect them, so the cost
would have to be met even if there was no change to
the constitution
Some of you might ask why this move is necessary
now, when the LRA has operated successfully for
many years with no problems having been
encountered for either the members or the
Committee. The Committee's view is that the world
gets ever more litigious and it would be wrong not to
attempt to protect both members and the
Committee, when the organisation only exists
through the generosity of its members in paying their
subscriptions and the generosity of its Committee
members in giving their time freely to its
management.

Martyn Williams

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE
If the time has come for you to renew your membership, you will
receive a membership renewal form.

Please renew - a strong membership means a strong voice
Don't forget to let us know if you change
your email address
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LEACH GROVE WOODS

Judicial Review

Leach Grove Woods is a small wild area at the end of Leach
Grove, adjacent to Woodlands School and the allotments.
(see outline on the aerial photograph) It is a popular dogwalking area and a place where children can be more
adventurous, playing the sort of games that aren’t allowed
on recreation grounds, such as tree climbing, making a den,
and creating bike jumps. There is also an abundance of
wildlife and wild flowers as the area is not tidied up as is
normal in an urban setting.

Sadly, the current landowner, NHS Property Services Ltd, has
decided to apply for a Judicial Review to examine the
Council’s decision making process. The landowner is arguing
that the council did not follow the correct procedures in
granting the Village Green Status.

Village Green Application

Why do the Friends of Leach Grove Wood need to
support Surrey County Council?

The woods were saved by the action of local residents from
being sold off for housing in the 1980s, and Surrey County
Council designated the woods as Strategic Open Land. In
2013 Flip Cargill, on behalf of the local residents, applied for
the wood to be registered as a Village Green to increase the
level of protection. The current owners, NHS Property
Services Ltd, contested the application, so local residents
raised the money to be represented at the public enquiry by
a barrister.
In November 2015 a committee of Surrey County Council
voted to register Leach Grove Woods as a Village Green,
against the recommendation of the inquiry, that the
application should be refused. This recommendation of
refusal was based upon only one of six criteria not being
fulfilled; that is the definition of "neighbourhood" as it is set
out in the act.

Surrey County Council is the primary party named in the
Judicial Review but the 'Friends of Leach Grove Woods' (via
Mr Tim Jones, a local resident acting in a representative
capacity for the Friends) are also listed as an interested party.

The Friends of Leach Grove Woods wish to ensure that all the
hard work over the last 2 years, culminating in over 350
residents filling out evidence of use forms and 20 residents
giving verbal evidence at the public enquiry, are not in vain.
The Council has instructed a legal team to refute the claims
made by the legal team representing NHS Property Services
Ltd, but it is very important that the Friends (through Tim
Jones) are legally represented to support the Council in this
next stage of the legal battle. A judge will take note that local
residents, via a representative individual, have bothered to
come along to defend the woods.
A key element is the correctness of the enquiry process. Our
legal representative represented Flip Cargill throughout the
application process; he is therefore very well placed to
ensure the court has the full picture. No members of the
neighbourhood will have to be a witness for this review and
the matter proceeds on legal arguments by lawyers.
(cont.ì )
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How much is it going to cost?

How should I contribute?

As always, it comes down to money. Fighting legal battles
is expensive, and so the Friends have to ask the residents of
Leatherhead yet again to help them save this small open
space.

Donations will be administered by the Leatherhead
Residents’ Association. Send cheques (payable to the
Leatherhead Residents Association) to the Hon Treasurer,
Leach Grove Woods appeal, Leatherhead Residents
Association, Letherhead Institute, 67 High Street,
Leatherhead KT22 8AH

Legal submissions to the judge will cost £1300. This is
already underway and over £600 has been raised so far. If
the judge decides there is a case to answer, the day in court
will cost a further £2400.

To pay online: account number 21500651 sort code
40-27-07 Please put LGW and your name in the reference
box. A confirmation email would be appreciated to
leachgrovewoods@gmail.com
Fran Smith & Tim Jones - Friends of Leach Grove Woods

TEAZLE WOOD - UPDATE
"It's one thing to hear about the forest and the river, but an
entirely other experience to go there, to see
the environment, and to appreciate the
natural riches there first hand"
Chris Kilham

Therefore, it was October when the workforce from Unilever
visited the wood to begin the Teazle Wood Safe Glade
Project funded by another trust specialising in ecology and
education. Some of the Tesco staff also participated in the
days' activities. In late January groups of other volunteers
carried out additional projects.

Groups of people in Leatherhead have taken this principle to
heart as two campaigns to save our woods have emerged
over the last few years. Leach Grove Wood, (see previous
page), is not as safe as Teazle Wood which has been
purchased and granted charity status as the Teazle Wood
Trust.
Charity status, quite rightly, is not an easy thing to achieve.
Lucy Quinnell and her father Richard made the supreme
effort required to accomplish this feat. Because the
management of the site was a key component to preserving
the wood, a complete evaluation of what the wood
contained was necessary. With the volunteer help of
experts, surveys of all types of plants and animals life,
geology, and archaeology are now on record. Getting these
detailed surveys was part of the reason the process took so
long but they are now a part of the framework of the
husbandry of the wood.
Getting the balance of activity and inactivity in the wood is
also of utmost importance. In her New Year's mailing, Lucy
Quinnell shared:
"As explained last year, true summer in Teazle Wood is
largely off-limits to all but the nesting birds and the infamous
mosquitoes! Small-scale litter picks are done with the help of
repellent and bug jackets, but it really isn't pleasant for
volunteers, who have emerged with some alarming bites,
and it suits the birds to be undisturbed. We therefore focus
our site activity on the other seasons, and our Summer
newsletter tends to report on September and early October,
when we have a flurry of events and volunteer days. "

In Lucy's summary of 2015 she explained that:
"we researched, surveyed, recorded, reported, educated,
cleared rubbish, let light in, interpreted and exhibited. We
held two major volunteer task days in and around the Rye, a
special art exhibition in response to the rich history of the
Victorian brickyard on the north bank of the Rye, and led
tours of the brickyard site and the Rye for Heritage Open
Days."
If you want to experience the wood, or just keep up with
what is going on there ,you can follow on facebook: FRIENDS
OF TEAZLE WOOD. The website for the TEAZLE WOOD TRUST
is www.teazlewood.org.uk
Donations are always welcome because there are loans to
repay. For a one off donation please send a cheque payable
to ‘Teazle Wood Trust’ and send to Teazle Wood Trust,
Rowhurst Forge, Oxshott Road, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22
0EN. If you are a UK tax payer you can give with a gift aid
which enables us to maximize your donation. Please contact
Lucy Quinnell and request the Gift Aid form.
Contact: lucyquinnell@aol.com

or phone 01372 386 453
Cheryl Allen
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River Mole Catchment Partnership
The

river

Mole

catchment

area

stretches some fifty miles from
Horsham to where it joins
the river Thames opposite

Volunteers have been trained by SWT

Hampton Court, and that

to carry out ‘River Search’ surveys. The initial

includes all its tributaries
and brooks.

survey creates a map of the physical characteristics of
a stretch which then can identify and monitor where there are
problems, for example pollution from outfall pipes, concrete
barriers preventing fish passage and overgrown vegetation.
SWT have also trained volunteers to carry out ‘Kickfly’ sampling
(similar to pond dipping) where key indicator species are caught
and counted; their presence or absence highlights the health of the

The European Union

water and the numbers monitored for changes. Volunteers also

Water Framework

test phosphate levels.

Directive 2000 required
member states to achieve ‘good’

Surveys and sampling is a vital tool to measure the
health of the river and to chart any

status for all water bodies by 2021. The

improvement. Last year, there was a

status of the river Mole catchment is

pollution incident in the Rye brook

classified as ‘moderate’ with some places ‘poor’ and

from a culvert on Ashtead

since 2009 has seen no change so there is a long way to go to

Common; it was only by

achieve ‘good’.

doing kick samples and

The River Mole Catchment Partnership (RMCP) was formed to bring

finding a major drop

together a range of stakeholders such as the Environment Agency,

in invertebrate river

Natural England, the water companies and local authorities as well

species that we

as residents associations, land owners and local volunteer groups.

knew the water

The aim is to work on local projects to improve water quality,

quality was badly

ecology and wildlife habitats and to address flooding issues. Rivers

affected despite

are, of course , the sum of their parts; therefore it is vital that the

looking clean. This

water flowing into the river Mole from all the small brooks and

stretch is now being

tributaries also achieves a ‘good’ status.

regularly monitored and
the source of the pollution

Surrey Wildlife Trust have organised various workshops and

investigated.

meetings where representatives came together to map the
problems and find local solutions. For example it quickly became

So if you see a group of

apparent that there were three different groups (Corporation of

adults in wellies with nets

London at Ashtead Common, Ashtead Rye Meadows and Teazle

pond dipping in the Rye

Wood Trust) already working to improve parts of the 5 km Rye

brook or the river Mole you

Brook which rises in Ashtead and joins the river Mole near Fetcham

know there is a serious

Splash. With the help of the Lower Mole Countryside Project

reason for it! If you would like

(LMCP) and SWT there are now ongoing projects to improve the

to help with this major project

whole length of the Rye Brook. Tasks include rubbish removal, scrub

to improve our waterway please

clearance from banks and habitat improvement, plus work in the

contact Surrey Wildlife Trust.

brook to remove man made barriers, install natural deflectors and

Glen.Skelton@surreywt.org.uk

make scrapes, all of which help oxygenate the water, aid fish
navigation and to provide pools for when the water levels drop in
the summer.
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Caroline Cardew-Smith

Surrey County Council - Local Transport Review
“Proposed changes to local bus services – public consultation launches
A number of changes to local bus services came into effect from late August 2015, as part of the Council’s Local Transport
Review. These changes were made following two wide-spread consultations, in which thousands of residents and
stakeholders had their say. The changes made delivered vital savings in the face of funding pressures. However further
savings are required over the next two years to ensure we can maintain as many of the services as possible that people
in Surrey rely upon.
Some changes are now being proposed in year two of the three year review, and a public consultation launched this
morning, giving residents and stakeholders until Monday 14 March 2016 to have their say on the proposed changes to local
bus services.
How residents and other stakeholders can take part:
Completing the online survey at surreycc.gov.uk/transportreview
Completing the paper questionnaire, available in libraries, local council offices and on buses in all affected
areas of Surrey and neighbouring counties.
Phoning 0300 200 1003 (SMS: 07527 182 861) to request a copy of the questionnaire sent straight to their
door.
By emailing localtransportreview@surreycc.gov.uk
Or by writing to: Local Transport Review, Room 365, County Hall, Penrhyn Road, Kingston Upon Thames, KT1
2DN
Next Steps
On 24 May 2016, the final proposals, that will be drawn up following the consultation, will be considered by Cabinet. Any
agreed changes to bus services will be communicated to residents and stakeholders from June 2016, with the changes
coming into effect from early September 2016.
For more information on the local transport review, please visit www.surreycc.gov.uk/transportreview
or phone 0300 200 1003.
Paul Millin, Travel and Transport Group Manager of SCC
SCC has asked us to publicise the above. There are proposed changes to a number of bus routes throughout
Surrey (which you can find by looking at the above website) but the route change which could affect
Leatherhead residents the most is route 516. We therefore highlight the information on this route, below.
Hilary Porter
516 – Dorking – Pixham Lane – Boxhill – Headley – Leatherhead
- Ashtead – Epsom – Kiln Lane Sainsbury’s
Proposed changes:
* Option 1: Operate a service every two hours between Dorking and Epsom Town Centre,
Monday to Saturday.
Option 2: Operate an hourly service between Dorking and Leatherhead Town Centre with no service to Epsom Monday
to Friday. A service every two hours on Saturdays would continue operating to Epsom to maintain a service along the
A24 between Leatherhead and Ashtead when route 408 does not run. Under this option journeys to Therfield and St
Andrews Schools would be continued.
* Re-route journeys to/from Dorking at school times to serve Strood Green and Brockham, if the proposal for service 29
(below) is implemented.
Alternative Services:
* Service 479 between Leatherhead and Epsom Town Centre via Lower Ashtead, Monday to Saturday.
* Service 408 between Leatherhead and Epsom Town Centre via the A24, Monday to Friday.
* Buses4U demand responsive service throughout Mole Valley, Monday to Friday.
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Visitors to the exhibition numbered between 800
and 1,000. Even more impressive were the number
of ‘unique’ visitors to the
www.transformleatherhead.com website which at
that time had reached 3,100.
‘Transform Leatherhead’ is one of the projects
supported by our Local Enterprise Partnership, called
Coast to Capital (C2C for short). A reminder – the role
of the Local Enterprise Partnership is threefold:
• to encourage the creation of jobs;
• to encourage the provision of employment
space;
• to encourage the building of homes.

Of the 2,050 votes received by 7th January the voters’
preferences on key aspects were:
Redevelop Swan Centre - 91% in favour
Develop Bull Hill Site
- 74% in favour
Ideas for Riverside Park - 90% in favour

In order to achieve these aims the Local Enterprise
Partnership invests in the necessary planning and
infrastructure through the local authorities to
encourage private investment in developments. The
aim is for every £1 spent by C2C to generate £7 of
private investment.
As its name implies, Coast to Capital covers an area
from Croydon in the north to Newhaven in the South
East and Chichester in the South west and Gatwick is
bang in the middle.
So far C2C has injected funds for the employment of
Masterplanners to develop plans for this
transformation. We have now seen the Baseline
Report, which details what the Masterplanners
identified as the key aspects of and influences on
Leatherhead town. We have also read the Report on
the results of the Stage 1 consultation process. Not
surprisingly, 'better shopping' was identified as the top
priority change, which respondents wanted, followed
in order of priority by 'better car parking'.

Redevelop the Swan Centre - This first preference has
come under increased focus because the head
leaseholder of the Swan Centre has decided to sell.
This must, of course, create problems for Mole Valley
District Council, which owns the site, but it should also
open up many more opportunities than there are
problems. We can imagine that, at the time of writing,
there are significant delicate negotiations taking
place. Judging from the initial response of voters, the
vast majority want a significant redevelopment. If
money was no obstacle then demolition and complete
redevelopment is clearly seen as the answer.

Transform Leatherhead has progressed to its
next phase – Stage Two Consultation
The Masterplanners created an exhibition of their
initial ‘Ideas’ for the regeneration of the town centre
to receive our reaction to these initial ideas. The
Forward Planning Group of the LRA submitted detailed
analysis and comment on these ideas which are being
considered alongside feedback from other Residents’
Associations, Chambers of Commerce, businesses and
many individuals.
Stage 2 Consultation finished on 15th January 2016 and
the early results as at 7th January indicated the
following:
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Develop Bull Hill Site – This site is otherwise known as
“The Red House Grounds” or “Red House Gardens”. It
is that area in the centre of the busy gyratory road
system. A significant part of it is devoted to car
parking, the majority users of which are commuters some working in Leatherhead but the majority

travelling by train to London and other commercial
centres. As MVDC own this area, there is much to be
commended with this idea but we also have some
reservations. The initial idea is to zone these grounds
into four uses:
First to create a multi-story car park running parallel to
and close by the railway line – the intention is to absorb
all the vehicles currently parked elsewhere on the car
parks along Randalls road and Station Road and also to
provide extra parking for residents and visitors. To
achieve this, on the smallest optimum footprint, the
proposed car park would have to have a significant
number of storeys. However a side benefit would
enable a high level pedestrian walkway and bridge
from the station over Randalls Road to continue at high
level straight into the carpark - thus not impeding
vehicle traffic flow along Randalls Road under the
railway bridge and at the same time making it safer to
cross that road.
Two residential areas are identified on these grounds
and we support this with a few provisos: These homes
must be designed to enhance the townscape; to
achieve a satisfactory density, they will probably need
to be flats, but these must be designed in such a way as
not to create a down-market ghetto; the planners
must retain a central parkland area designed in such a
way as to provide an oasis of calm; there are a number
of exceptional trees in the gardens which should be
retained (see article on P. 6).
Until we see the final proposals we are uncomfortable
with the idea of a shopping zone on these grounds.
Our biggest concern is the effect on retail and
restaurant trade in the High street and Church Street.
If it is the first stage in the ‘grand plan’ of regenerating
all of the town centre then, perhaps, it could work. On
this ‘The jury is out’.

As well as providing a suitable leisure area for children
and older generations we feel that the area should not
be overdeveloped. It should still give the feel of a
meandering river in an unspoilt landscape. The
purchase by MVDC of the two office blocks, James and
Claire House, affords a wider opportunity to attract
the development of an hotel or residencies.
A pedestrian bridge over the River could provide users
with an attractive and enjoyable route to exercise, to
link between leisure park and the town centre and to
provide a traffic free, pedestrian entry route to the
town .
There is one caveat - work should be undertaken to
manage the water levels to avoid flooding along this
stretch of the river.

Roads & Car Parking
Integral with any new development must be an
improvement to the road system and car parks:
• to enable shoppers to get to and park near the
shops;
• to enable commuters to get to work;
• to enable through traffic to speedily disperse;
• to enable everyone to take the least time
travelling and the longest time doing what
they really want to do.
It must be remembered that responsibility for the
above is split between Surrey County Council (for
roads and on-street parking) and Mole Valley District
Council (for off-street parking). Therefore, to arrive at
the optimum solution for these major problems, the
Councils must, in our opinion, urgently conduct a
detailed traffic analysis of current users plus modelling
to anticipate future demand.
An increase in Jobs, workspaces and houses means
more people and more people demand more cars.

Ideas for Riverside Park – These ideas found favour
with most of the voters, which is understandable. The
River Mole and its banks and islands are an underexploited asset of the town. Access to the particular
area, selected by the Masterplanners, is easy via
Bridge Street.

We look forward to seeing the detailed proposals by
the Masterplanners and trust that they will provide
sensible, sensitive solutions to problems created by
previous developments and alterations.
John W Wilson
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Trees in Our Urban Landscape - Red house Grounds
As more and more of our country is built on to satisfy the needs of an ever-growing
population, so it is increasingly important to protect what green spaces we have.
Leatherhead is surrounded by Green Belt to protect us from the potential urban
sprawl of Greater London.
As well as the protective girdle of the Green Belt we need to retain as many green
spaces we can within the town itself – these are our lungs. Two significant areas,
which many of our members have fought to protect, are Teazlewood and Leach
Grove Woods (see Ps. 4 & 5). There is a third key area, which must not be forgotten.
That area is the Red House Grounds.
In 2006 the Red House Grounds were replanted in the best urban landscaping style and there was such pride in the new
planting scheme that the area was renamed the ‘Red House Gardens’ by the Leatherhead and District Forum.
There are some particularly noteworthy specimens: A large London Plane, an impressive Maple
and a tall Redwood complete with its attached Holm Oak. Smaller, but no less attractive trees
are the Scarlet Oak, the Black Mulberry, a Japanese Cedar and several Silver Birch. There is also
a great abundance of more common trees, for example 28 mature limes form the southern and
western border, while the attractive Field Maple was heavily planted in the 2006 development
and 22 are now growing well. The Fairmount House corner also has some noteworthy trees: a
magnificent Blue Cedar and three other cedars, two of which are very tall indeed, plus the more
unusual Strawberry Tree.
Trees create an ecosystem to provide a habitat and food for
birds and other animals. Trees absorb carbon dioxide and
potentially harmful gasses from the air and release oxygen
- one large tree can supply a day’s need for oxygen for four
people.
Therefore we must work with the Masterplanners and developers to protect our notable
and precious trees in this area, plan buildings to avoid them
and design the juxtaposition of trees and buildings such that
the one enhances the other.
A useful start would be to refer to the publications of the,
recently formed, ‘Trees and Design Action Group’
(Website: www.tdag.org.uk ).
In particular read its “Trees in the Townscape: A guide for
Decision Makers”.
The LRA accepts that the Red House Gardens has potential for
the regeneration of the Town Centre but let us make sure that
this area provides a first class example of good urban design for
the benefit of residents, workers and visitors.
Caroline Brown
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The Red House - A Brief History
Belmont Lodge Originally called Belmont Lodge. An early owner was a Mr. Richardson. His house stood at the top of Bull Hill
and the estate stretched as far as what was called Randalls Park. Richardson was understandably upset by the arrival
of the railway line in 1859 which cut across his land and too near to his house. He sold it in 1873 to Henry Courage
of the brewing family who promptly set about renovating it and renaming it ‘The Red House’. In 1892 the Courage
family sold it to a William Noakes, another wealthy brewer and the house and gardens became one of the main
centres of the social life of the town. It was later sold to the Burton family.
Hospital The Burton family loaned the building to the British Red Cross, which converted it into the Red House Auxiliary
Hospital. Opened on 21st October 1914, but still run by Mrs Burton, it had 20 beds and its first patients were
wounded Belgian soldiers. The Hospital was under Eastern Command, affiliated to the Horton (County of London)
War Hospital. Nursing staff consisted of a Matron and 3 Sisters, assisted by 6 members of the Surrey/22Voluntary
Aid
Detachment
(V.A.D.),
with
the
Surrey/17
V.A.D.
acting
as
orderlies.
By the end of March 1915 it had 33 beds and was fully occupied. By 1916 there were 36 beds and in that year, some
306 in-patients were treated and severe cases remained there for several months. The Hospital also treated outpatients (some 80 were seen in 1916), who were men on furlough, disabled soldiers or Army Service doing farm
work. The hospital did not have an operating theatre, but provided general treatment, massage and electrical
treatments and, later, wound irrigation. In 1917 the number of beds was increased to 40. extra beds, bedding and
blankets were all supplied to the Hospital by the local population.
The Hospital closed on 14th February 1919. During its operational lifetime, 698 in-patients had been treated. The
low number reflects the seriousness of many of the cases (despite this, there were no deaths at the Hospital). In
addition, 125 out-patients and 52 soldiers on the march had also received treatment.
Hotel In 1921 The Red House was converted to The Red House
Residential Hotel. The picture shows the gardens at the back
of the hotel, part of which are now under the car park along
Randalls Road.
LUDC In 1949 it was sold to the Leatherhead Urban District Council for
additional offices and a day centre.
Commercial Offices In 1985 it was sold and demolished for office development.
Now called Fairmount House.
Mole Valley District Council MVDC bought the building and it is currently occupied by
Surrey County Council. The grounds of Red House became an
informal public garden, providing an oasis of calm in the
middle of the Leatherhead gyratory system.

John Wilson
(with information from 'History of Leatherhead - a Town at the crossroads' by Edwina Vardey,
published by Leatherhead & District Local History Society)
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What Does a Vintage Bus Running Day and Open Gardens have in Common?

The simple answer is that both events are planned for
12 June in Leatherhead. A much more exciting answer is that the organisers of the Bus event have agreed to
transport Open Garden ticket holders to several of the outlying gardens throughout the day.
The Environment Sub-committee is once again joining with the Friends of the Parish Church in organising
Leatherhead Open Gardens. We are in the early stages of planning the event and will be working closely with the
Amersham and District Motorbus Society this spring.

Do you have a garden that you are willing to open?
We are looking for people who are willing to share with others the space
that you love and cultivate.
Please contact us if you are able to open your garden this year.
(Call me on 01372 370 091).
About the Events' Sponsors
The Environment Sub-committee's original aim in organising Open Gardens was to provide a fund to brighten the
Town Centre with planting schemes. We have been able to donate to worthy environmental causes each time
the events have occurred. Past donations have benefited the Leatherhead Community Garden, The Friends of
Teazle Wood and the Campaign to give Leach Grove Wood 'Village Green' Status.
The Friends of the Parish Church, a registered charity, help to preserve the fabric, fixtures and grounds of
Leatherhead Parish Church. Once again the church will provide the setting for teas, coffee, cake and sandwiches
from 1 o'clock onwards.
Amersham and District Motorbus Society is a non-profit organisation which gives the owners of preserved buses
the opportunity to retrace bus routes which would have been used in the past. There will be 10 to 12 vintage buses
at the Randall's Road Car park on June 12th ready to take passengers across the beautiful countryside that
surrounds Leatherhead. One of the buses will have a "Special" blind designating its route as "G1-Leatherhead
Open Gardens".
Each of the 3 organisations is in some way dedicated to preserving a part of the heritage of our country. Therefore,
it is fitting that they work together to make the activities on the day enjoyable for all.
Cheryl Allen

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and are not necessarily
shared by the Association. Rather, we hope the exchange of views here will better inform the
Members of the Association as to the opinions of Leatherhead residents about current issues.
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"Clean for the Queen"
LRA Environment Sub-committee Seek Volunteers for the Campaign to "Clean for the Queen"
In the autumn, Keep Britain Tidy in partnership with
Country Life Magazine launched a plan to clear up
Britain in time for the Queen's 90th birthday in 2016.
The special clean up weekend has been designated as
March 4-6 and it will take the place of the April spring
clean already planned by the Environment Subcommittee. For this purpose, we are appealing for
volunteers to join the Keep Britain Tidy members (in
excess of 1.5 million) for this historic event.
Environment Minister Rory Stewart said: “Her Majesty The Queen is an inspiration to all of us. Her 90th birthday is a unique
opportunity for people to come together in celebration of Her Majesty’s long service and dedication to this country. "
Everyone has a responsibility to keep their community tidy and this campaign provides us with a great chance to protect
our wildlife and improve the quality of our streets and public spaces. I hope it will help lead to a lasting legacy of a cleaner,
tidier Britain."
Our designated Leatherhead clean up day will be Saturday, 5 March from 10am to 12noon. Telephone Cheryl
(01372 370 091) if you are able to join in the activity. Meeting point at the Leatherhead Institute at 10am.
Why Environmental Clean Ups are Important
How much is it costing?
• It costs taxpayers almost £1 billion every year to clean up litter from our streets
• The cost of cleaning up chewing gum from a town centre is up to £60,000
• Fly-tipping costs Network Rail more than £2.3 million each year
• Clearing litter costs Dartmoor National Park £20,000 a year
• According to a 2014 Keep Britain Tidy report, if we recycled 50% of items littered in England,
it would have an economic value of at least £14.8 million!
If every adult picked up just one piece of litter and put it in a bin, that would be more than 50 million pieces of rubbish
disposed of. Imagine if everyone picked up at least one piece of litter every day for the next nine months. Many LRA
members collect litter every time they go out. We can do it. We can all Clean for The Queen.
Cheryl Allen

Planning Review
Two important planning applications have recently come under our scrutiny:
Church Street Shops - Work has now started on the conversion of the small shop units in Church Street to a single large
unit extending further back into the car park for a “Little Waitrose”. Modifications to Church Street will also be made to
create a loading bay suitable for the large delivery trucks. This will inevitably remove the free on street parking at certain
times of the day.
Land at Farthings and between Randalls Road and Cleeve Road - Beechcroft Homes has applied for planning permission
for the large reserve housing site at the corner of Cleeve Road and Randalls Road. These plans include a care home and
assisted living flats, so are very different to the outline planning permission that was approved for this site in 2013, which
was for 60 houses and 10 flats. It is important to maximise the use of any building land, particularly one close to the town
centre, but is increasing the number of homes from 70 to 84 plus a 64 bed care home just too many. How will the already
congested roads in the area cope with the extra traffic? We wrote to the council, expressing these concerns, and about
the visual impact of the large blocks of flats on the surrounding area. The consultation period has now ended but, at the
time of writing, the Council has not yet made a decision.
Members are always welcome to contact us about a planning application and let us know their concerns. (Use the contact
form on the website or send a letter to the LRA at the Letherhead Institute)
Fran Smith
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Health Report
Leatherhead Hospital: The good news is that the installation of the new X-ray equipment is going ahead, with a
modernisation of the X-ray department to give reception oversight of the patients awaiting x-ray instead of the indirect walk
from reception to the waiting and changing area. Whilst work is in progress there will be a temporary mobile unit in situ. Also,
as there is an increased focus on outpatient facilities, the cardiac facilities will be expanded.
Do support the Friends of Leatherhead Hospital shop, as without the in-patients and their visits receipts are considerably
reduced.
New Epsom & Ewell Community Hospital (NEECH): Those concerned about the future possible re-location of NEECH to
Epsom Hospital should be reassured that there will be no relocation back to Croft Ward. Any consideration of movement of
patients would also involve relocation of all other services provided at NEECH into a purpose built unit.
Community Services for the deaf provided by First Point are to be amalgamated under a new contract with the SCC services
for the visually impaired with effect from February and there will be a single point of reception for enquiries ,regularly manned
by two staff.
Surrey Downs Clinical Commissioning Group (SDCCG): now has a facility for SMS texting to a mobile phone. They will accept
reports of concerns on a confidential basis and by the time this newsletter is circulated there will be leaflets in the Letherhead
Institute with details of whom to contact.
Other Support Services: Don’t forget that there are support organisations for Access, Disability and Mental Health, which
meet regularly at Park House and welcome input from Residents. These are attended by residents, local Councillors and Social
Service and SDCCG officers and visiting speakers from Transport Services etc. The Mid Surrey Access Group has a new website,
which, hopefully, will be on-line shortly with information, inviting recommendations and challenging shops and services to
be more access friendly to the disabled, with an award scheme where praise is noted and is visible on display in shop and office
windows.
Help Save Leach Grove Wood: Laughter, music, singing and pleasant company are all good for the health. Come and enjoy
a pleasant evening with the Band “Inside Out” at the Letherhead Institute on Friday 4th March at 7.30 p.m. with a Fish or
Chicken and Chip supper. Tickets £10 from Bartons Bookshop, or hm.porter@ntlworld.com – If there is room you can also
get up and dance. Proceeds will go to help save the community use of Leach Grove Woods, where local residents for years
have enjoyed walking, cycling, bird watching, and the benefits of fresh air and passage to the allotments – particularly for
those old and young who no longer have gardens to enjoy. Can't climb stairs? There's a lift.
If you don’t want to hug a tree, hug a friend.
Hilary Porter

ASHLEA MEDICAL PRACTICE PPG
At the time of writing, the AshLea Medical Practice Patient Participation Group wish you a happy and healthy 2016.
Many thanks to the Leatherhead Residents Association for the opportunity to tell you a little about ourselves.
We think that many of you are saying “who are they?” Others may have met us in 2015 when we carried out a Patient Survey
on behalf of the Practice during our Meet and Greet sessions in the Linden House Leatherhead and Gilbert House Ashtead,
surgeries. To answer the first question – who are we? The PPG is a Committee of ten, made up of patients from both surgeries
with the aim of forming a link between patients and the Practice to see if we can suggest improvements to enable the Practice
to be more efficient and “user friendly”.
The results of our Patient Survey showed that the vast majority of patients were very satisfied with every aspect of the Practice
and naturally, those concerned were delighted to hear that. A few topics were raised, including the appointments system
and the PPG, along with the Practice, are looking at all of your comments and we will report back on this during 2016.
If you would like to see a copy of the results, you can look at the PPG section on the Practice Website (cont.ì )
(PPG Cont.)
www.ashlea.nhs.uk, see it posted on the PPG notice boards in each surgery (didn't know we had one I
hear you say!) or email the PPG Secretary on ashlea.ppg@talktalk.net and a copy will be emailed to you.
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During 2015, we held two Open Meetings to which all AshLea Medical patients were invited. This enabled us to go into
greater depth to let patients know not only what is involved in running the Practice from the Doctors' point of view but also
what the PPG achieved during the year and the plans we have for the future.
Our next Open Meeting is on Thursday, 14th April 2016 at the Old Chapel, St John's School, Leatherhead
at 7.30pm. We will be updating you on the latest PPG and Practice news, followed by a talk by a speaker from the Princess
Alice Hospice.
If you would like to receive regular updates or would like to become involved with the PPG, do please email us on ashlea.ppg@talktalk.net and your details will be added to our system. NB: All emailed information is sent by “undisclosed
recipient”.
Thank you for your support and interest.
Lynda Feeney

Leatherhead Theatre
Box Office 01372 365141
www.theleatherheadtheatre.org
We hope to surprise and inspire audiences with our
spring programme of events this year. With fine art
from the world’s leading art galleries to fancy
footwork from the stars of ‘Strictly’, there is
something for everyone here at the Leatherhead
Theatre.
Our programme of live screenings is proving to be very
popular again. We are also screening a few encores
during the day including As You Like It from NT Live on
Tuesday 1 March and Hamlet, again from the National
Theatre on Tuesday 21 June. If you prefer to watch the
performance live, Hamlet is screening on Wednesday 8
June. We are also showing another screening from the
Kenneth Branagh Theatre Company on Thursday 7 July.
This time it is those star-crossed lovers Romeo and
Juliet. Branagh has again put together a starry cast
including Downton Abbey’s Lily James and Sir Derek
Jacobi – unmissable!
Another romantic classic is the ballet Giselle. This
beautiful ballet is being screened from the Royal Opera
House on Wednesday 6 and Thursday 7 April. Other
screenings to look out for from the
ROH include Boris Godunov on
Monday 21 March, Lucia di
Lammermoor on Monday 25
April, a new ballet inspired by
the story of Frankenstein on
Wednesday 18 May and
Massenet’s opera Werther,
Monday 27 June.

Giselle

Spring is a busy time in any gardener’s calendar, so
while you take a break from the pruning come along
and admire the gardens of Monet and his
contemporaries on Tuesday 12 April. Our Exhibitions
on Screen series, Painting the Modern Garden: Monet
to Matisse takes you on a magical journey through the
world’s most beautiful gardens and the masterpieces
that they inspired.

On Tuesday 19 April join Saba Douglas-Hamilton, the
highly acclaimed elephant conservationist and wildlife
TV presenter of This Wild Life and Big Cat Diaries for an
evening of exciting animal stories and intimate behind
the scenes tales of life in Kenya with her young family in
her live show 'A Life with Elephants'.
Bringing us a touch of class with their dance show will
be Iain Waite and Natalie Lowe. This glamorous pair is
best known for their high intensity performances on
the hit BBC show ‘Strictly’. Iain and Natalie will perform
a dance showcase spectacularly designed to dazzle and
delight audiences on Saturday 21 May.
Tickets are available for all events and can be
purchased by calling the Box Office. We look forward
to welcoming you to the Leatherhead Theatre soon.
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